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Def i n i t i o n  of a Major F a c i l i t y  
SUBJECT:  	 Underground I n j e c t i o n  C o n t r o l  ( U I C )  

Ground-Water Program Guidance #18 (GWPB 818)  

FROM 	 Alan ~ e v i n ,  D i r e c t o r  


S t a t e  Programs D i v i s i o n  
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Purpose 

40 CFR 122.3 

t h e  D i r e c t o r .  The 	 e is  t o  d e f i n e  
f o r  t h e  

purpose  of  r e p o r t i n g  and p e r m i t t i n g  i n  
I n j e c t i o n  C o n t r o l  ( U I C )  program. 

Background 

The d i f f e r e n c e  i n  whether  a 	 c l a s s i f i e d  a s  a 
major  o r  a minor o n l y  comes 	 t h e  non-compliance 
r e p o r t s  ( 4 0  CFR 122.18) and t h e  p e r m i t  r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  a 
f a c t  s h e e t  ( 4 0  CFR 124.8) .  	 q i a r t e r l y  
non-compliance r e p o r t s  a r e  	 major  f a c i l i t i e s  
w h i l e  o n l y  a n n u a l  r e p o r t s  a r  	 from t h e  o t h e r  
f a c i l i t i e s  ( t h i s  is a 	 I n  
t h e  l a t t e r ,  	f a c t  
t h e  purpose  o f  p e r m i t t i  

On page 	 proposed U I C  
R e g u l a t i o n s  	( 4 0  CFR 20,  1979)  C l a s s  I and 
wells a r e  r e f e r r e d  t 	 r mf a c i l i t i e s .  
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Guidance 


For the purposes of quarterly reports and fact sheets for 

permits, only Class I and IV wells will be majors. In State 

programs, each State can vary from the above definition and 

target other well classes or portions thereof for additional 

requirements. For example: Certain Class I1 operations, 

such as tertiary recovery and some Class I11 operations, 

such as uranium solution mining, because of their area of 

influence, pressure gradient, location and potential direct 

impact on an Underground Source of '~rinking Water (USDW) may 

be deemed as candidates for special treatment under the 

State's UIC prqram. 


Implementation 

c. -

i ,* 
This guidance gores into effect as soon as it is received by 

the Region and State,offices. After a classification has 

been made of @e injection well, a notification should go to 

all other programs hoJding permits on the facility for 

concurrence. 
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This guidance should be filed as Ground-Water Program 

Guidance 818 (GWPB #18). tc 
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Action Responsibility ... 
.C 

i.crFor further information on this pidance memorandum contact: 


Mario Salazar Vr 


Environmental protection Agency 

Off ice of Drinking Watek (WH-550)
w 
401 M Street, SW 

t'
Washington, D.C. 20460 

(202) 426-3983 i • . 
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Jentai Yang 
Ground Water Protection Branch (WH-550) 
Environmental Protection Agency 
401 ?4 Street S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20460 

Lyle Silka, Hydrogeologist 
Ground Water Protection Branch (WH-550) 
Environmental Protection Agency 
401 M Street S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20460 




